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Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

Saturday, 7:00 a.m.
GRACE AND TRUTH: DISCOVERING THE FULNESS OF JESUS
7. “ Christ:  The Guarantor of Eternal Life!”                 
Scripture:   John 11:1-44                                                    
Theme:  “The life Christ offers not only impacts this life, but conquers death itself!”                                      
Introduction

Perhaps the most shattering experience that we encounter in life comes when we face the death of a loved one.  Death is that perpetual enemy that continues to stalk every living human being; it is like a heavy cloak of darkness that snuffs out the light of life.
Yet, each of us knows full well that death is as much a part of life as birth, but there are haunting questions that continually burden us: “Does death have the last word?” “Is there something more?” “How can we know for certain?”
In Chapter 11; the Apostle John records the seventh and last sign of his gospel.  It is the most significant of all the signs, because it answers life’s haunting questions by manifesting the creative power of Christ over the dreaded reality of death.  When Christ raised Lazarus, who had been dead for four days, He demonstrated that He has power over death and that He is truly the Creator of life.
With this sign, Jesus also uttered the seventh “I AM”: “I Am the Resurrection and the Life.”  This means that fellowship with God in Christ is not something for the future only, but that life of fellowship with God, is available as soon as one puts his faith in Jesus. (I John 5:12).  Life in Christ finds its fullest expression in triumph over death both spiritually and physically.  Physical death is the “last enemy” to be sure, but one’s faith in Christ assures that Christ conquers even it for us.  (I Cor. 15:57)

In order to prove that He had the power over death, Jesus went to the tomb of Lazarus, commanded it to be opened and then called for Lazarus to “come forth”.  But the One who had power over the death of His friend, is also the One who Himself had power to rise from the dead.  His resurrection is proof that He Himself is indeed God’s power and authority that gives resurrected, eternal life both spiritually and physically to all who put their faith in Him.
I.  IN THE CLUTCHES OF DEATH    (John 11:1-24)
1.   How would you describe Jesus relationship with the family of Mary, Martha and Lazarus?                        (John 11:1-3; Luke 10:38-42)                                   
2.   Why do you suppose Jesus deliberately delayed His response to see Lazarus?  (John 11:4,6)                   

· In verse 4, two are to be given glory.  How do you relate to the two?  Is the Son always glorified when God is glorified?  (John 9:3; 5:22-24)  What does that tell you?
3.    Why do you think Jesus told His disciples that Lazarus was asleep at first, when He knew that Lazarus was dead?  John 11:9-15    What do you think He meant?     
4.     What was the atmosphere at Bethany when Jesus arrived and how long had Lazarus been dead?                  John 11: 17-20, 31, 36-37
5.     What do you think Martha meant by her comments to Jesus?  John 11:21-24  
6.      What feelings or questions lie behind the comments of the mourners described in vss. 36-37?  How do they reflect the reaction of many people today?
II.    IN THE GRASP OF HOPE    (John 11:25-27; 38-44)
1.     In the midst of Martha’s sorrow and grief, Jesus speaks words of comfort and hope. What statement of hope did Jesus give Martha in  John 11:23?      
· How does Martha interpret this statement?  John 11:24
2.      In John 11:25, what claim does Jesus make concerning Himself?
· Notice, Jesus does not say, ‘I will give you life’, but that He is the Life!  What is the difference between these two statements?  What do you suppose He is saying?
3.      Comment on the emotions of Jesus as He approaches the tomb, (John 11:33-36, 38).  In light of the statement in 11:15, how does His weeping fit with Him saying that He was glad?
4.      How do you explain the meaning of Jesus’ words in John 11:26?                                                                  See also John 5:22-24, John 6:47-51, 8:51

· What is Jesus’ question in vs. 26 and did Martha answer it?

5.     Comment on Jesus’ statement in 11:40 in light of 11:4
· What does it mean to see the “Glory of God”?
6.   Why do you suppose Jesus asked the friends to “take away the stone.” and “to unbind him and let him go”?    John 11:34   Why didn’t He do it Himself?
· What application is there in this, for us?
III.   IN THE GRIP OF CHRIST       
1.   In John 11:45, what was the response of many Jews to this miracle?                                                              
· Reflect again on the theme of John’s gospel (John 20:30-51).  In light of this resurrection miracle and the “I AM” of Jesus, what do you suppose John intended that a person understand who was reading his gospel what is meant to believe in Jesus?
2.    As devoted followers of Jesus Christ, what confident hope does this sign and claim of Jesus give to us?  John 14:3, 19; I Cor. 15:14-19; II Cor. 5:8; I Thess. 4:13-18
3.     Compare Jesus’ statement in 11:40 to the following verses: John 10:38; 7:17; 6:69; 3:18.  What spiritual principle do all these verses emphasize?                                   
4.     Has there been a time in your life when you asked a question similar to 11:37?  Can you also share how you saw the Glory of God?  John 11:40
5.     Jesus has the power and authority to give resurrection life.  From the following two verses, in what two ways does resurrected life apply to believers?
· Romans 6:5-11
· II Cor. 4:13-14

APPLICATIONS
Comparing your spiritual life with Lazarus’ experience, where are you right now: 
1) Still in the grave?                                                    
2) Alive, but still confined by your grave clothes?

3) Resurrected by Jesus, alive and unwrapped?
What has this study taught you?     
